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ABOUT CONGRESS

Today, the entire world is in search for new alternatives which will enable
to lower the costs of health services. International patient movements for eco-
nomical and better quality of health services have increased over recent years.
Furthermore, the advanced countries in the tourism sector are in search for
alternative ways of expanding their tourism activities over a 12 month period.

Turkey needs to extend its tourism activities over a 12 month period and
also improve its health tourism sector. Over the past few years, the health insti-
tutions, spa resorts in our country has advanced and increased in number.
Almost all of our institutions and facilities are of international standards and
quality.

However; despite all these tourism potentials in our country, advertisement
and marketing abroad has not been done thoroughly. Until now, organizations
to bring all the parties in health tourism together on a wide scale have not been
organized.

The 1st International Health Tourism Congress and Exhibition to be held on
14-17 March 2008 shall bring both national and international participants
together and constitute a basis for comprehensive discussions pertaining to the
current situation and future of health tourism. In this regard, the Congress will
be a significant start in bringing the sectors together.

During the congress, Medical Tourism will be discussed on the 1st day, and
then on the second day we will discuss Spa Tourism. On the third day, Elderly
Tourism will be analyzed.

A lot of attendants such as ministers, deputy ministers, high level officials,
lecturers, journalists, investors and insurers from various countries; Bulgaria,
Syria, Georgia, Azerbaican, USA, Bahrain, Lebanon, Hungary, Finland,
Austria, Egypt, Moldovia, Albania, Iraq, Uzbekistan, India, France, Germany,
Jordan, Sudan, Afghanistan, NCTR, Macedonia and Greece will be at the con-
gress and extensively discuss health tourism including medical, elderly and
Spa tourism. Last but not least, there would be a very wide exhibition area near
the congress hall, where health tourism institutions and related parties open
their stands and advertise their products/services.

We cordially welcome all the hospitals, private clinics, spa establishments,
insurers and tourism agencies to our Congress.

Best regards

Congress Chairman




